Wildland Fires 
Okanogan County 
Aug — Sept 2015 


Okanogan County 


5,315 square miles. 
Population of 43,000 
13 incorporated Cities 
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2014 
Carlton Complex Fire 


It Burned, then came RAIN! 


Okanogan County 
Long Term Recovery Group 


e The Okanogan County Long Term Recovery 
Group has created a process for working with 
fire survivors so that each is supported in 
developing a plan for recovery. 


e When was the group started: 
— Days after Pateros burnt 
e Who started the group: 
— Local citizens that wanted to help 


Okanogan County Fair Grounds 
Donations 
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Here comes 
2015 


e Emergency Management 


— January 1, moved out from under the Sheriff 
Office to the County Commissioners control. 


— Office consists of Director and one Emergency 
Management Specialist. 


April 1, 2015 


e Retired from Washington State Patrol 


e Hired on as Okanogan County Emergency 
Management Director 


The Wheel starts turning! 


It all started in the 
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The view from my office for 7 years active, 
then 17 years reserves. Yes, | miss it! 


Building on what is needed! 


— STATE PATROL 
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Line Trooper 
25 years = 
In Okanogan County 23 years Reserve Traffic Pilot 


What does it all mean? 


How do we get it out to the public? 


Maurice Goodall 
Emergency Manager 


509-422-7207 


mgoodall@co.okanogan.wa.us 


¥ Emergency Management 


facebook :« 


¥ Special Needs Registry 


Special Needs Intro 
Fill in form 
Download Special Needs 
Package 


¥ Community Information 


Glenda Beauregard 
Emergency Mgt Specialist 
509-422-7206 


INTRODUCING 


OKANOGAN COUNTY 
ALERTS SYSTEM 
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Mass notification 
Test it-Test it 


| think it is ready! 


Dhanogin County Alnet Syalom - Qhanogan Counly Alen Syatem 
‘OPT-IN’ 
Okanogan County Alert System 
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System 


Receive gafely information during Emergency situalions! 
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Sign up TOGAY] Go to OkanoganDEM.org. 
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Ohanogan County Alert System = Okamegan County Alert System 
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4 You've selected 10685 contact(s) 
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Facebook 
English and Spanish 


THIS WEEK 


22,330 


~ am Emergency Poet Resch 


© sl (e Management 3,131 


Timeline About Photos Reviews More ¥ Sign Up 


a) Okanogan County 


Q arch for posts o s Pag Status [© ) Photo/Video [) Offer, Event + er ¥ 
% response rate, 1-hour response time i is e ¥ € somethinc 10f1 
S x Response Rate 


7K likes +30 this week A 1 hour 
‘9 = * Okanogan County Emergency Management added 2 
=F ney 

48 were here +4 this week poy photos. 


See Pages Feed Train derailment north of Riverside. non injury 
siuscarel ey 50. ‘areata 3 pasate 3-14-2016 4:00 PM | 


Invite friends to like this Page 


Want More Phone Calls? 


Get people near Okanogan County 
Emergency Management to call 
(509) 422-7206 today. 


Promote Local Business 


ABOUT > 


Okanogan County Emerge 
This Is the official Facebook 
Page for Okanogan County 

Emergency Management 


) Like Page 
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We can even Tweet! 


Nercencr © 
Okanogan County EM 


Cots Ze. Okanogan County EM 
SR 153 UPDATE. 
Q Okanogan, WA : 


From WSDOT: 


Tweets 


SR 153 at Mllepoet 6 (6 miles weet of pateroe 


Both lanes of SR 153 will open... tomes 


Onsnogan County EM govt 
State Route 153 mud slide area to remain 
one lane flagger controlled for the 
remainder of the week. 


Okanogan County EM 
SR 153 UPDATE 


From WSDOT 


For the remainder of the weet 
fagger... .me7Et 


SR 1S3 wil remain reduced to one tane 
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t's Netonal Unicom Dey! Have you hed 
your moment of gresmness? 
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Dave Roberts 


Questions running through my mind? 


Two person office, how do we man an 


EOC? 


(Emergency operation Center) 


Start recruiting- 
County employees-Retired citizens. 
It’s all volunteer! 
How is it all going to work? 


More Questions? 


Great, just in time, a new phone system! 


How does it work? 


Cell phone- Trade in the flip phone, move on up to a SMART Phone! 
Call the daughter, she can help (It’s going to cost you DAD!) 


2015 Fire Season 


Our Busy-Fast paced 
Fire Season 
Started 
August 13, 2015 


The Big one is here, what do we do? 


e Activate EOC — Hostile take over of 
Commissioners Hearing Room! 


e Start Communicating 


— Fire personnel, State Emergency Management, 
Public, Cities, PUD, Law enforcement, and don’t 
forget the Media! 


— Remember keep the Media up to date, they will 
make their own version if you don’t. 


WE NEED HELP 


A new Program 


WAMAS Washington State Mutual Aid System 
Call the State, they will come. .. Wait, it can’t be that easy! 


Hello, State Emergency Management 
Yes, this is Okanogan County 
Who? (not really) 
The one who is on FIRE 
What can | do for you? 
Can | get an EMAT team to assist us in our EOC ? 


EOC Is now OPEN 


Who is going to man it? 
Where is the food coming from? 
You have to sleep — Get back to work! 


Plan for it before it is needed! 


Help arrives from across the state! 


e After asking state EM for assistance for EOC: 


— Four individuals from King County arrived 8-18- 
2015 


— IMAT team Pierce County arrived 8-20-2016 

— EMAT team Snohomish Co. relieved Pierce Co., 
8-26-2016 

— Snohomish Co. departed 9-1-2016 

— Last out-of-area individual staffing departed 
9-3-2016 
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1 inch = 6,992 feet 


Chelan Reach 


Wild Horse 
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Okanogan and Tunk 


«= 2015 Okanogan County Wildfires 
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Twisp 


=-|- 2015 Okenogan| County Wildfires 


E 0-Cabins 
| Chelan Complex-Okanogan 35,036 ac 0-Cabins  12-Misc Buildings 
ie hd Newby Lake 5,150 ac 
_ North Star 157,437 ac 
=. Okanogan Complex 133,130 ac 40-Cabins 35-Misc Buildings 
*. Tunk Block 162,992 ac 46-Cabins 50-Misc Buildings 
| Twisp Fire 11,119 ac 3-Cabins —7-Misc Buildings 
“Wild Horse 163 ac 
**SFR - Single Family Residence Destroyed 
Total Okanogan County 509,739 ac 


Chelan Complex-Chelan 26,237 ac Trivia: 
Chelan Complex-Douglas 27,752 ac 1,066 Linear Miles of Fire Perimeter , 
_~,- £ North Star-Ferry County 60,593 ac 


i Total 114,582 ac 
Total Combined Fire 624,321 ac 


NORTH STAR 
157,437 ac 


Okanogan County PUD 
$4,585,910 Accrued Damages 
$233,000 Telecom/Fiber Damages 
} Z 792 Power Poles Damaged 
DOUGLAS COUNTY . 221 Miles of Affected Power Lines 
_ 27,752 ac 4 Over 6500 Customers Affected by Power Loss 


Acreage &Structures Burned 


9 MILE 4,712 ac 
Chelan Complex-Okanogan 35,036 ac 
Newby Lake 5,150 ac 
North Star 157,437 ac 
Okanogan Complex 133,130 ac 
Tunk Block 162,992 ac 
Twisp Fire 11,119 ac 
Wild Horse 163 ac 


Total Okanogan County 509,739 ac 


Chelan Complex-Chelan 26,237 ac 
Chelan Complex-Douglas z2',lo2 ac 
North Star-Ferry County 60,593 ac 


Total 114,582 ac 
Total Combined Fire 624,321 ac 


2-SFR 0-Cabins 3-Misc Buildings 
7-SFR —_0-Cabins 12-Misc Buildings 


32-SFR 40-Cabins 35-Misc Buildings 
36-SFR 46-Cabins 50-Misc Buildings 
7-SFR  3-Cabins /7-Misc Buildings 


**SFR - Single Family Residence Destroyed 


Trivia: 
1,066 Linear Miles of Fire Perimeter 


**All values are estimates as of 09-18-2015** 
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ICS and EOC Activation 


- County EOC Activated 15 Aug — 4 Sept. 
- Received 10,159 calls — highest date 8/20 with 2,002 calls. 
- Enacted the Washington State Intrastate Mutual Aid System for EOC Assistance. 


Communications ?? 


ENS Emergency Notification System (Okanogan County ALERT) 


EAS Emergency Alert System 


FACEBOOK English/Spanish 
Twitter 
Conference Calls Daily with Mayors and State 


TERT | Tele-communicator Emergency Response Taskforce 


Cell Phones Don’t let the PRESS know your number 


Animal Impacts 
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Three weeks of Emergency Animal Sheltering, four different locations. 


EARS (Emergency Animal Response Service) and 
Okanogan County Sheriff Animal enforcement. 


Over 200 horses, 20 goats, 6 sheep, 5 pigs, 11 turkeys, chickens, dogs, cats 
and every other animal you could think of. 


911 Dispatch 


“* Normal Daily total call volume ~ 350 calls 
* Call volume peak days were 8/14/2015 908 and 8/20/2015 1058 


“* Normal Daily total of 911 calls ~100 
® Daily 911 call volumes 8/14/2015 287 and 8/2015 257. 


“* Numerous phones outages both cellar and landline 
“* Fiber lines burned on SR 20 east of Tonasket affecting 911 


“* No public safety radios lost functionality but several were threatened by fire and on backup 
generator due to loss of commercial power. 


Statistics 


= PUBLIC HEALTH: 


Over 50,000 N-95 masks were distributed to all areas of Okanogan County — good job 
Okanogan County Public Health and “Thanks” King County for providing masks. Partners 
at work! Another 10,000 masks were transported to Ferry County by the WA State 
National Guard. 


7 boil water advisories were issued. 


= RED CROSS: 


1,086 overnight stays in shelters 


26,228 meals and snacks 
2,302 health and mental health contacts 
406 staff (90% volunteer) 


Red Cross Shelters: Chelan High School; Omak Cornerstone Christian; Twisp Grange; 
Winthrop Barn; Brewster High School 


Other Shelters: Tonasket High School (set-up by North Valley Hospital) and Tunk Valley 
Grange 


Donations 


Lesson learned from 2014: shift 


donations to non-profits. King county sent masks, looks 


It worked! like only one boss in this group! 


FIRE OPERATIONS 
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Several Type 3, 2 and 1 IMAT teams 
rotated through Okanogan County, 
using the listed camps. 


Okanogan County Fairgrounds 
Omak Stampede Grounds 
Alta Lake 

River Bend, Twisp 

Tonasket High School 
Nespelem 


Power will go out! 


Public safety radio sites 


on generator power. If power is out, well pumps will not 
Remember the fuel! work! 


YP, 


ms Infrastructure Affected 


Distribution Line 216 miles 
Poles 1083 
Transmission Line 4.7 miles 
Fiber 8 miles 
Substations 8 
Feeders 17 


OC Electric Coop and Nespelem 


¢ Okanogan County Electric Co-op 


- Poles = 40 
- Underground Distribution Wire = 6,405 ft. 


- Overhead Distribution Wire = 14,715 ft 
- Pad mount Transformers Replaced = 6 
- Overhead Transformers Replaced = 1 

- Junction Boxes Replaced = 3 


- Meters Replaced = 6 
- Their own 4-man crew and assistance of a 5-man crew from Inland Power & Light 


- Rebuild started on 8/20 — power restored to all but 6 customers on 8/27 


e Nespelem Electric Coop 


- Distribution line — Approx. 60 miles 

- Poles—90 

- No transmission lines 

- Approximately 200 members for about 7 days 


Property Impacts 


People Helping 


aalearstpetaatsamsyriail.com 
my espana: Nuribes: 426 -H6l Sabq 


PEOPLE HELPING 


The Soup 
ladies — 
Provided 
excellent food 
to the €OC 
Staff and the 
Governor! 


ARE YOU READY? 


Professionally to assist the public 

Prepared to lose staff due to personal impact of the 
emergency. 

Personally you must be prepared so you would be 
available to support the emergency. 

Are you willing to call for help from your partners early 
in the emergency? 

As the saying goes “Don’t fix it if it isn’t broken” — BUT 
we all should discuss our procedures and practices. 


Partnerships are IMPORTANT! 


ARE YOU READY! 


Build your team, be prepared for 72-96 hrs. 
Have several PIO’S on board. 

Liaison Officers very much needed. 
Delegate - you can’t do it all. 
Communicate, share information, even if 
no one wants to listen. 


Build a known social media platform that the 
public can trust, before it is needed. 


Have you heard of the 
PRE-SCHOOL TEST? 


Look carefully. . . 


O O 


Which way is this Bus Moving? 


There is only one possible way: 


LEFT or Right 


O O 


Their answer: Left 


“Why do you think the bus is traveling to the left?” 


Their answer: "Because you can't see the door” 


O O 


As the saying goes, the guy who has been on the job for a while has 
probably forgot more than you will ever know, so new guy, please give a 
hint and refresh his memory. 


IN REMEMBERANCE 


RICHARD WHEELER 
ANDREW ZAJAC 


